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1. SUMMARY. THE SITUATION IN NORTH LEBANON IS STILL TENSE AS 
SYRIAN TROOPS REMAIN ALONG THE CEDARS ROAD. THE LEADERS OP THE 
TOWN OP BSHARRI HAVE PORMED A SEVEN-MAN JOINT DEFENSE COMMITTEE 
AND THREATENED TO EIGHT THE SYRIANS. IP THE SYRIANS DO NOT MAKE 
WHAT THE CHRISTIANS CONSIDER TO BE SOME MEANINGPUL CONCESSION SUCH 
AS WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM THE CEDARS ROAD, MORE LIGHTING CAN BE 
EXPECTED. IN ADDITION, THE LIGHTING IN NORTH LEBANON HAS ENDED 

THE APPARENT RECONCILIATION BETWEEN BSHARRI AND SULAYMAN FRAN- 
JIYAH'S HOMETOWN OF ZGHARTA. END SUMMARY. 

2. SITUATION STILL TENSE. THE SITUATION IN NORTH LEBANON IS STILL 
TENSE. ALTHOUGH SYRIAN TROOPS HAVE WITHDRAWN FROM THE TOWN OP THE 
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CEDARS THEY REMAIN IN BSHARRI AND ALONG THE CEDARS ROAD BETWEEN 
BSHARRI AND DAYR AL AHMAR. TWO MORE BODIES OP PEOPLE KILLED BY THE 
SYRIANS HAVE BEEN POUND IN THE AREA, ACCORDING TO PRESS AND OTHER 
SOURCES. (SIX PEOPLE PROM BSHARRI WERE POUND DEAD IN THE CEDARS ON 
AUGUST 28. SEE REFTEL.) THE SYRIANS COMMANDER POR NORTH LEB- 
ANON, ALI DIB, STILL REMAINS IN HIS POST, DESPITE REPORTS THAT THE 
SYRIAN COMMANDER POR LEBANON, ALI ASLAN, HAD DISMISSED HIM. (DIB 
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REPORTSSS DIRECTLY TO RIEAT AL ASSAD, THE BROTHER OE SYRIAN PRESIDENT 
HAEIZ AL ASSAD, AND MAY BE ABLE TO IGNORE ASLAN'S ORDERS.) 

3. DEEENSE COMMITTEE EORMED. 

A. MEANWHILE, THE LEADERS OE THE TOWN OE BSHARRI ON AUGUST 30 EORM- 
ED A SEVEN-MAN JOINT "DEFENSE COMMITTEE" WHICH INCLUDES TWO MEMBERS 
OE THE PHALANGE PARTY AND TWO MEMBERS OE THE NATIONAL LIBERAL 
PARTY. ACCORDING TO THE PHALANGE NEWSPAPER AL AMAL ON AUGUST 31, 

THE COMMITTEE HAS TAKEN HEAVY WEAPONS OUT OP STORAGE AND SET UP 
GUNS ON HILLTOPS IN PREPARATION FOR A CONFRONTATION WITH THE 
SYRIANS. THE DEEENSE COMMITTEE ISSUED A STRONGLY WORDED STATEMENT 
WHICH - WARNED AGAINST ATTEMPTS TO DISARM THE CHRISTIANS "PRE- 
PARATORY TO HUMILIATING AND DISPERSING THEM"; - EMPHASIZING THAT 
BSHARRI IS A "CENTER OP CHRISTIANITY" AND THAT THE TIME HAS COME 

POR BSHARRI TO "JOIN THE SILENT CHRISTIAN MAJORITY IN ITS UP- 
RISING;" - EXPRESSED DOUBT THAT PRESIDENT SARKIS AND ADP COM- 
MANDER SAMI KHATIB HAD ISSUED THE ORDERS POR THE SYRIAN TROOPS TO 
CARRY OUT THE LIGHTING IN THE NORTH; - DEMANDED THAT THE SYRIANS 
BE REPLACED BY LEBANESE SECURITY PORCES AND THAT THOSE RESPONS- 
IBLE POR THE MASSACRE BE PUNISHED. 

B. CAMILLE CHAMOUN IN A STATEMENT WHICH WAS ANNOUNCED BY BANNER 
HEADLINES IN THE NLP DAILY AL AHRAR SAID THAT HE AND HIS PARTY 
WERE READY TO JOIN THE PEOPLE OP BSHARRI IN SEEKING VENGENCE POR 
THE MURDERED PEOPLE. 
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4. BSHARRI'S VERSION OP EVENTS. 

A. THE STATEMENT OP THE BSHARRI DEFENSE COMMITTEE ALSO SET PORTH 
THE POLLOWING SEQUENCE OP EVENTS; - "ON THE NIGHT OP AUGUST 24- 
25, AN ADF PORCE ENTERED THE TOWNS OP DAYR AL AHMAR AND AYN ATA 
AND THE VILLAGES SURROUNDING THEM, MOST OP WHOSE INHABITANTS ARE 
BSHARRI PAMILIES. THE PORCE STRIPPED THOSE VILLAGES OP THEIR ARMS 
AND THEN CONTINUED ITS ADVANCE TOWARD THE CEDARS-BSHARRI AREA, 
LEAVING ROADBLOCKS ALONG THE MOUNTAIN ROAD WHICH CONNECTS THE BIQA 
AND THE NORTH. - "ON MONDAY MORNING (AUGUST 28), A LARGE PART OF 
THIS FORCE APPROACHED THE CEDARS CHALETS. SOME OP THEM SURROUNDED 
THE ARMY BARRACKS AND GENDARME STATION WHILE THE OTHERS ENTERED 
THE CHALETS. . . GATHERED UP EVERYTHING THEY COULD LAY THEIR HANDS 
ON AND LEFT, TAKING WITH THEM SIX PEACEABLE CITIZENS, INCLUDING 
THE TWO NEPHEWS OP DEPUTY SHIEKH HABIB KAIROUZ. - "THE BODIES OP 
ALL SIX WERE POUND THE NEXT MORNING THROWN NEAR THE ARMY BARRACKS, 
HORRIBLY MUTILATED, DESPITE THE FACT THAT HAD THEY BEEN QUESTIONED, 

IT WOULD HAVE BECOME IMMEDIATELY CLEAR THAT THEY HAD NOTHING TO DO 
WITH ANY PARTY OR ORGANIZATION." 

5. COMMENTS: 
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A. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE STATEMENTS OE THE BSHARRI DEEENSE 
COMMITTEE CAN BE TAKEN AS IDLE THREATS. IE THE SYRIANS DO NOT MAKE 
WHAT THE CHRISTIANS CONSIDER TO BE SOME MEANINGEUL CONCESSIONS IN 
THE NORTH, SUCH AS THE DISMISSAL OE ALI DIB OR THE WITHDRAWAL OE 
TROOPS EROM THE CEDARS ROAD, MORE FIGHTING CAN BE EXPECTED. 

B. AT THE SAME TIME, THE RECENT TURN OE EVENTS COULD: - SPELL 
TROUBLE EOR EORMER PRESIDENT SULAYMAN FRANJIYAH, WHO IS CLOSE TO 
THE SYRIANS; - REVIVE THE TRADITIONAL RIVALRY BETWEEN ERANJIYAH'S 
HOMETOWN OF ZGHARTA AND BSHARRI. WHEN PHALANGE MILITIAMEN KILLED 
TONY ERANJIYAH IN JUNE, BSHARRI LEADERS WERE QUICK TO GO TO ZGHARTA 
AND ASSURE SULAYMAN FRANJIYAH THAT THEY HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE 
MURDER. THIS HAD BROUGHT ABOUT A RECONCILIATION BETWEEN THE TWO 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 BEIRUT 05080 3II529Z 

TOWNS. BSHARRI'S PRESENT EVIDENT HOSTILITY TOWARD THE SYRIANS HAS 
PROBABLY ENDED THIS RECONCILIATION. 

KINSOLVING 
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